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Dear Delegate of the KCL EFS Investment Conference, 

I am delighted to welcome you to the upcoming King’s College London (KCL)
Economics and Finance Society (EFS) Investment Conference. As we continue to
navigate through the challenging economic times, it is clear that alternative
investments play an increasingly important role in diversifying portfolios and
generating returns, which shapes the focus of this Investment Conference. 

This inaugural conference promises to be a rich and thought-provoking
experience that brings together some of the most innovative minds in the field of
alternative investments. It is an invaluable opportunity for us to explore new
investment strategies, exchange ideas, and gain valuable insights from some of
the most influential leaders in the industry. 

As the first year of this conference, we are thrilled to be paving the way for future
gatherings that will help shape the future of the investment industry. Our goal for
this conference is to provide a forum for the exchange of ideas, experiences and
knowledge in order to bridge the gap between academia and career. Whether you
are exploring venture capital, private equity, hedge funds or the industry as a
whole, I am confident that this conference will provide valuable insights and
perspectives to equip your career journey. 

We hope that you will take full advantage of the sessions, workshops and
networking opportunities that this conference offers. Please find enclosed the
conference agenda, which includes the schedule of events, speakers’
biographies and session descriptions. I encourage you all to come ready to
engage with one another, share your insights, and learn from some of the
brightest minds in the industry.

On behalf of EFS, I welcome you all to this exciting conference and look forward to
seeing you soon. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Best regards, 

Ioannis N. Alekos
President 
King’s College London Economics & Finance Society
kingsefs@gmail.com 5
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Agenda

8

Registration & Breakfast

Opening Remarks

Mark Jones Deputy CEO | Man Group

Tim Franks Partner | Private Equity | KKR

Farhad Karim COO Europe | Blackstone

Mid-Morning Break 

Expert Discussion: Private Equity | Opportunities & 

Challenges

Lunch

John Aylward Founder, CI0 | Sona Asset 

Management

Rokos Capital Management: A Career at Hedge 

Fund

Afternoon Tea 

Expert Discussion: North America & Europe | 

Economic Outlook

Expert Discussion: Venture Capital | Opportunities 

& Challenges

PER: Breaking into Venture Capital & Private Equity 

Workshop

Drinks Reception: Networking Session 

9:00 - 9:20

9:20 - 10:00
10:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:10

11:10 - 12:00

12:00 - 13:00

13:00 - 13:30

13:30 - 14:30

14:30 - 14:45

14:45 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:15

16:15 - 17:00

17:00 - 18:30

8:30 - 9:00



  MENU
BREAKFAST 

LUNCH

Assortment of mini gourmandises
Whole fruit bowl

Freshly squeezed orange juice
Tea & Filter coffee (Fairtrade) 

Tea & Filter coffee
Shortbread biscuit Selection (incl. VE options)
Plain and fruit scones with clotted cream and 

strawberry jam 
Chocolate Brownie (VE) (GF)

 
 

VE= Vegan, V= Vegetarian,  GF= Gluten Free, H = Halal

Starters 

Drinks

British cured meat selection 
Montgomery cheddar (V) (GF)

Marinated olives (VE) (GF)
Chargrilled artichokes (VE) (GF)

Crispbreads (V)
Caramelized apple and cider chutney (VE) (GF)

 
 

Fricassee of Chicken with wild mushrooms and tarragon (H)
Roasted butternut squash, chickpeas & red onion with tahini dressing (VE) (GF)

Nut free pesto pasta (V)
Served with green salad and whole fruit 

Tea & filter coffee, fruit juices, still and sparkling water 

A selection of white, red & rose wines 
Prosecco

Soft Drinks

AFTERNOON TEA

 NETWORKING DRINKS  RECEPTION 

Main Courses
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Keynote 
Mark Jones
Deputy CEO, Man Group

Mark Jones is the Deputy Chief Executive Officer of Man
Group and a member of the Man Group Senior Executive
Committee. Previously, Mark was Chief Financial Officer
of Man Group and prior to that, Co-CEO of Man GLG.
Before joining Man GLG in 2005, Mark spent time at
strategy consulting firm McKinsey, working across a
range of industries.

Mark holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Philosophy, Politics
and Economics from the University of Oxford and a
Master’s Degree in Philosophy from University College
London.

Tim Franks
Partner | Private Equity, KKR

Timothy Franks  leads the development of KKR’s
activities in UK & Ireland within the Private Equity
platform, as well as the Consumer industry team in
EMEA. He is also Co-CEO of KKR’s global
democratised private equity business. Mr. Franks
serves as a member of KKR's European Private Equity
Investment Committee, European Portfolio
Management Committee, and Global Impact Fund
Committee. 

Mr. Franks started his private equity career in 1999 at
Advent International’s London office. At Advent he was
involved in more than 13 transactions over a 17 year
period focusing on consumer-facing companies and
technology and led Advent's New York office for three
years.  He holds an M.A. from Cambridge University,
and an M.P.P. from the John F. Kennedy School of
Government, Harvard University.
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Speakers
Farhad Karim
COO, Blackstone Europe

Farhad Karim is the Chief Operating Officer of Blackstone
Europe and the Global General Counsel of Blackstone
Real Estate. He sits on a number of boards including for
Blackstone European Property Investment Fund and
Blackstone Europe Fund Management. Farhad is also
Chair of Blackstone's European Environmental, Social,
and Governance steering group. 

Prior to Blackstone, Mr. Karim was a partner at the law
firm of Simpson Thacher & Bartlett. Mr Karim received a
BA from McGill University and a JD from Columbia
University.

John Aylward
Founder & CIO, Sona Asset Management 

John Aylward founded Sona Asset Management in 
March 2016. He draws on 20 years of credit market 
experience and an enduring entrepreneurial spirit in 
fulfilling his role as Sona’s CIO.

Prior to founding Sona, John joined Highbridge 
Capital, a multi-strategy firm, to run the European 
Credit Business. From 2010 to 2014, John headed up 
the European corporate credit strategy at Claren 
Road Asset Management, a long/short credit 
manager. 

Prior to joining Claren Road, John's career began 
back in 2002 at Deutsche Bank (DB). There he 
gained broad credit experience in a variety of roles 
before being appointed as the head of high yield 
trading. John graduated from Trinity College Dublin 
with an LLB Law.
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Private Equity Panel

Amer Khatoun
Managing Director |Tactical Opportunities, Blackstone

Douglas Hallstrom
Director | Private Equity, Advent International

Madeleine Farman
Senior Reporter, Private Equity International

Amer Khatoun is a Managing Director in the Tactical Opportunities Group in London.
Since joining Blackstone in 2014, Mr. Khatoun has been involved in the execution of
the firm’s investments in De Nora, Beauparc, Superbet, HH Global and Lombard. He
serves as a Director of Beauparc, HH Global and Lombard.

Before joining Blackstone, Mr. Khatoun was a Senior Associate with H.I.G. Capital in
London where he was involved with the analysis and execution of mid-market private
equity transactions across a number of sectors. Prior to that, Mr. Khatoun was an
analyst with Goldman Sachs and Citi in London, where he worked in their Mergers &
Acquisitions divisions. Mr. Khatoun received a BSc in Economics and Politics from the
University of Bristol.

Douglas joined Advent in 2014, leaving in 2016 to support the executive team at
Advent’s portfolio company Unit4 and to run a start-up. He re-joined in 2018 and is
based in the London office. 

Douglas has worked on Advent’s investments in Medius, Nexi, Planet, Shift
Technology, Unit4, Xplor Technologies (formerly Transaction Services Group), and
Zenoti. He is currently on the board of Medius and Unit4. Previously, Douglas worked
at Bain & Company in London and Toronto. Douglas received a B.Sc. with First Class
Honours from the University of St Andrews.

Madeleine Farman covers private equity and secondaries for PEI Group’s Private
Equity International and Secondaries Investor from London. Prior to joining PEI, she
covered private equity, private capital and advisers associated with the industry for
other newsrooms and publications. Originally from New Zealand, Madeleine began
her career in radio in Auckland.

Led by Madeleine Farman, Senior Reporter at Private Equity International, our experts will 
have an in-depth discussion about their career journey at some of the biggest global private

equity firms including Blackstone, KKR and Advent International. There will also be an 
interesting discussion around European Private Equity investment trends in a range of 

industries including technology and software. 
 

This is your opportunity to understand the inner-workings of the industry from investment 
professionals with multiple decades of experience, to learn what it takes to thrive in it, and 

how to set yourself up to break in. 
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Rokos Capital Management: 
A Career at a Hedge Fund

RCM is an alternative asset manager with over $13 billion AUM. The firm manages a global 
macro hedge fund that targets consistent long-term returns for its investors within a well- 

defined risk framework. The fund is active in multiple major asset classes including 
interest rates, FX, equities, as well as emerging markets, credit and commodities.

 
Founded by Chris Rokos in 2015, who was also previously co-founder of Brevan Howard 
Asset Management, this is an incredible opportunity to hear more about the buy side and 

the graduate opportunities that RCM has to offer. 
 

For delegates interested in the hedge fund industry, this is a prime opportunity for you to 
ask senior professionals all the questions you have!

 

Amit Sudharshan
Chief Technology Officer | Rokos Capital Management
Amit Sudharshan joined RCM in February 2021. Previously, he was Head of Quantitative
Equity Technology at Citadel (2018 - 2021). Prior to that, he was Head of Front Office
Technology at AQR Capital Management (2014 - 2018), and he started his career as a
Quantitative Researcher at RGM Advisors (2010 - 2013). He also founded a machine
learning startup prior to that. Amit holds a Bachelor of Science from the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign.

Irene Sibille
Economist | Rokos Capital Management
Irene Sibille joined RCM as an Economist in August 2021. Irene joined the firm after
completing her MSc in Econometrics and Mathematical Economics (EME) at London
School of Economics and Political Science (LSE). She also holds a BA in Philosophy, Politics
and Economics (PPE) from University of Oxford.

Lucy Burnett
HR Advisor | Rokos Capital Management
Lucy Burnett currently manages RCM’s Graduate and Early Careers Programmes and 
joined RCM in March 2021. Prior to RCM, Lucy was a HR Analyst at DWS Group 
(formerly Deutsche Bank Asset Management; 2019-2021) and started her career at 
Deutsche Bank (2018-2019). Lucy holds a BSc in Psychology from University of 
Durham.

Alex Parsons
Portfolio Trader |Rokos Capital Management
Alex Parsons joined RCM in March 2020 and became a Portfolio Trader for the firm in
January 2023. He was previously an Economist within RCM’s Research group (2020–
2022). Prior to RCM, Alex was an Economist at the Bank of England (2016-2020). Alex
holds a BA in English from University of Oxford, a Graduate Diploma in Economics from
Birkbeck College, and a MPhil in Economic Research from University of Cambridge.

13



Expert discussion:

Economic Outlook 
Europe & North America

For delegates looking to break into finance; commercial awareness of a wide range of financial
assets yields a significant advantage when it comes to interviews. A wide range of financial

assets including commodities, currencies, equities and fixed income will be covered. This is a
unique opportunity to hear the professional opinion of Global Heads of some of the largest

global financial institutions directly and to ask them questions.

Nour AlAli
Editor & Live Reporter | Bloomberg News

Nour AlAli is a seasoned finance and economics journalist and commentator.
She is the editor of the Markets Live Blog at Bloomberg News, and is a voice
behind Macro Squawk in EMEA, a real-time audio product where she provides
expert analysis on global markets and news. She writes daily columns on various
financial market assets from commodities and currencies to rates, equities and
derivatives. Al Ali is a regular Bloomberg TV and radio contributor.

She is interested in the intersection between economic policy and financial
markets, and how their relationship impacts the real economy. Al Ali is currently
due to graduate with a Master's in Public Administration degree from the world-
renowned research and teaching institution the London School of Economics.
She holds two bachelor degrees in Mass Communication and English Literature
and Language from the American University of Sharjah.

Salman Ahmed
Global Head of Macro & Strategic Asset-Allocation | Fidelity International
Salman Ahmed joined Fidelity in August 2020 as Global Head of Macro and
Strategic Asset Allocation. Previously, he was co-chair of Global
Investment Committee and Chief Investment Strategist at Lombard Odier
IM (LOIM). Before spending nearly 8 years with LOIM, Salman was head of
Global Macro at Edf trading between 2009 and 2012. He also spent nearly
5 years with Goldman Sachs International as a global economist within the
global macro team. He began his career in finance with Watson Wyatt (now
Towers Willis Watson) in 2001. 

Salman holds a PhD and MPhil in Economics & Finance from University of
Cambridge. He obtained his undergraduate degree from Lahore University
of Management Sciences, Pakistan, in 1999.
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Christian Mueller-Glissman
Head of Asset-Allocation | Goldman Sachs

Christian heads asset allocation research within portfolio strategy. He also
writes research on derivatives with a focus on dividends, volatility and
correlation. Christian is a member of the structured research products
working group. He is also a trustee of the firm’s UK Defined Benefit Pension
Scheme and member of its investment committee. 

Previously, he worked in the tactical research group, focused on quantitative
investment strategies. Prior to that, Christian worked in derivatives trading in
Frankfurt. He joined Goldman Sachs in 2005 as an analyst and was named
managing director in 2015. Christian earned a master’s degree in finance
and management from the University of Mannheim. He also studied at
Warwick Business School and ESSEC Business School. Christian is a CFA
charterholder.

Caio Natividade
Global Head of Quantitative Investment Solutions | Deutsche Bank

Caio Natividade is a Managing Director and Global Head of Quantitative
Investment Solutions Research at Deutsche Bank. The work of his team
includes signal generation, portfolio construction and risk estimation
across multiple frequencies, styles and products across asset classes.
Since joining DB in 2002, Caio's research experience includes fixed
income and FX research for EMEA countries, options strategy in FX and
commodities, and cross-asset quantitative research. 

Caio's work has earned considerable recognition over the years, with
accolades including top ranks at Institutional Investor, Risk Magazine
Awards, Euromoney and Eleonora Emerging Markets.

Caio holds a BSc in Finance from Lancaster University and an MSc in
Financial Mathematics from King’s College London.
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Venture Capital
Opportunities & Challenges 

Expert discussion:

Our experts will have an in-depth discussion about their journey to managing some of the
biggest firms in Venture Capital, but also about their greatest entrepreneurial successes and
failures. This is an excellent opportunity to understand the Venture Capital industry in more

depth from the perspective of the people who are at the pinnacle of it all.

Reece Chowdhry
Founding Partner | Concept Ventures

Reece is the Founding Partner of Concept Ventures - the UK's largest dedicated pre- 
seed fund with a value of $60 million, backed by the British Business Bank. With a 
background as an entrepreneur, having built and sold multiple software companies 
including one successful exit, one disaster, and one still in operation, Reece has 
invested in over 80 start-ups with 6 becoming unicorns and is ranked as a Top Asian 
Tech Investor by Diversity UK.

In addition to his successful investing career, Reece is committed to giving back and 
established the Concept Venture Pledge to donate a portion of the fund's exit profits to 
a social cause chosen by the founder. He has been recognized by the FT as one of the 
top 100 BAME leaders in tech for his efforts to promote diversity in the UK's tech 
sector.

Shmuel Chafets
Founding Partner | Target Global

Shmuel Chafets is General Partner of Target Global where he oversees the early stage 
practice, co-founding projects and strategic development of the firm. He is also the 
CEO of Target Global Acquisition Corp I, a NASDAQ listed SPAC. Throughout his 15+ 
year career as an investor, Shmuel has invested in over 50 companies across SaaS, 
B2C and Fintech. He is also Chairman of The Vets, a home veterinary care business 
that he co-founded with Target Global.

Prior to Target, Shmuel was a Partner at Berlin-based Hasso Plattner Ventures, a 
Partner at Giza Venture capital, and a Co-founder of GPV. He began his professional 
career as a strategic and media consultant working in the Israeli parliament and 
government.

Antonia Whitecourt
Head of Finance | Seedcamp

Antonia heads up the 'Engine' of Seedcamp which looks after Seedcamp’s investors 
and is responsible for fund operations, portfolio tracking and analysis, finance, 
regulation, and legal. She works closely with the investment team to make sure 
founders are supported throughout their investment journey.
Antonia is excited about the power of technology to democratise knowledge and 
systemise processes. At Seedcamp, she gets to work with visionary people every day 
that are making that happen.

Antonia’s initial career in investment banking and leading expansion & operations at an 
early stage start-up have shown her that closing multi-million-pound deals can be as 
exciting as getting your first repeat user.16



Workshop: PER
Featuring Gail McManus, PER will deliver a workshop on the field of private equity and

venture capital. You will learn about the number of roles available ranging from
investment to non-investment roles, the types of funds, the skills needed to break into

these funds, what’s hot at the moment, and how you can set yourself up to land a role in
high finance.

Breaking into Private Equity & Venture Capital

Gail McManus
Founder & Managing Director | PER

Gail is the Managing Director and founder of PER, setting up the
business in the late 1990s after a career in private equity at 3i. 

As well as running PER, she is a passionate member of the private
equity community and actively involved in developments that shape
the sector. These currently range from the evolution of effective
compensation strategies to diversity and inclusion, ESG and mental
health. 

Gail has a deep network across the private equity industry in the UK
and internationally, and shares her knowledge and insight through
conferences, articles and in every interaction with the people she
meets.

Alex specialises in venture capital and growth funds. He is an
expert in developments in the market with an incredible network
across the sector. Since starting a business at university, he has
been passionate about disruptive and innovative companies. He

is an expert at sourcing people with technological or
entrepreneurial backgrounds for entry-level venture capital

roles, as well as having a large network across Europe for more
experienced investors.

 

Alex Horkan
Head of Venture Capital & Technology | PER
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